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President’s Message
Jim Schrepfer, President I.A.R.F.    

Brothers and Sisters,

2018 got off to a very 
good start with our 
fi rst quarterly meet-
ing in Bloomington. 
The fi rst meeting was 
attended by 46 retir-
ees from 12 clubs. 

Members attended from as 
far away as Belleville and 
Evanston. The Blooming-
ton and Normal Retirees 
provided a great lunch of 
ham, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, rolls, salad 
and dessert. The member-
ship was informed about 
the activities in Springfi eld by AFFI Legisla-
tive Representative Chuck Sullivan. He em-
phasized the importance of this election year.

As President, I am trying to visit all the 26 
clubs and attend their regularly scheduled 
meetings. Since the last magazine, I received 
extended invitations to attend meetings in 
Peoria, Rockford, Springfield, Waukegan, 
Kankakee, and Jacksonville. If you would like 
the IARF to attend your activities, contact us 
at the email addresses listed on the next page.

The IARF has submitted a resolution to the 
AFFI to restructure our per 
capita. This organization 
aligned with the AFFI in 
1988 and agreed to pay per 
capita on 250 members. 
That amounts to $26,000 
per year and is no longer 

feasible. The principle offi cers sat down with 
President Devaney and Secretary Tom Roate 
and worked out a more favorable solution. 
Our three delegates to the State Convention 
in St. Charles will represent you and get the 
job done.

Lastly, The Executive Board of The IARF is 
set to unveil a new endeavor: “SUPPORTERS 
OF THE IARF”. Trustee Jim Smith of Boling-
brook has agreed to administer the program 
and has written an article in this magazine 
with the exciting details. It should make the 
quarterly meetings a little more exciting with 
a $500 drawing. 

Thanks for being a member 
of the IARF and AFFI and 
I hope you can continue to 
support our efforts to pro-
tect your pensions through 
education. If you have not 
yet paid your 2017 or 2018 
dues, please contact your 
club Secretary or use the 

form included in this magazine!

Fraternally in Solidarity,
Jim Schrepfer President
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WHEN IS A FIREFIGHTER NO LONGER?
Is it the day he puts in his papers?

The last night in the station?

Driving away from the station after the fi nal shift?

When he says, “I’m home,” and stays there?

Or is it when the fi re in his heart diminishes and the thrill of responding to emergencies in the dead 
of winter is no longer there, but he does his job and leads by example and never lets “the kids” know 
that he knows the end is near?

Is it when the thought of working a holiday is no longer acceptable, and unused sick or vacation time 
begins getting used?

Or when “the tones” at 3:00 a.m. sound like the bells of hell rather than a subtle way to say get up, 
get dressed, and get on the truck?

Is a fi refi ghter through when he makes rank?

Or if he chooses a different career path, like EMS or Fire Prevention?

Or arson investigator?

Is a fi refi ghter no longer a fi refi ghter when the years of injury fi nally make it impossible for him to do 
his job without putting himself, his crew, and the people he is sworn to protect in danger?

Does he become less of a fi refi ghter if he retires on a disability?

It’s none of those things. A fi refi ghter is no longer a fi refi ghter when he stops breathing. Then he is 
a dead fi refi ghter. Three days later, he will be a dead and buried fi refi ghter. Then, he will live forever 
with the rest of the fi refi ghters who came before him and lived the life and loved the job even when 
it became more and more diffi cult to feel it the way they once did.

A fi refi ghter is no longer a fi refi ghter only when he chooses to no longer be a fi refi ghter. Nobody can 
make that choice but the fi refi ghter. What makes a fi refi ghter a fi refi ghter resides deep inside, and 
nobody can change that unless the fi refi ghter chooses it. Simply hanging up the turnout gear for the 
last time does not strip a fi refi ghter of his status.

Nobody can take away the things that make us fi refi ghters. Nobody can strip us of our memories, our 
heart and soul, or our willingness to put it all on the line when needed. Nobody can take the friends 
we make during our journey away. Nobody can make us forget those friends we have lost.

Being a fi refi ghter is for life. There is no such thing as a retired fi refi ghter. We can’t even die without 
being remembered as a fi refi ghter. And after living the life, and feeling the heat, and knowing exactly 
how good it feels to do the job, who would want to? 

Michael Morse is a former captain with the Providence (RI) Fire Department 
(PFD), an author, and a popular columnist. He served on PFD’s Engine Co. 2, 
Engine Co. 9, and Ladder Co. 4 for  10 years prior to becoming an EMT-C on 
Rescue Co. 1 and Captain of Rescue Co. 5.
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Vice President’s Message
George Bode, Vice President I.A.R.F.

I hope you have 
a l l  wea the red 
our unusual win-
ter well, and are 
ready for spring.  
Spring is a time of 
new beginnings, 
regrowth,  and 
fresh starts. This 
is what our club is 
in the process of 
doing.  Our time 
honored source 

of income, the advertising in our magazine, is 
starting to fail us. The rate of sales is declining; 
therefore the income derived from them is 
declining along with it. We need to fi nd some 
new and creative sources of fundraising.  One 
idea that has been suggested is a “raffl e” that 
really isn’t a raffl e.  It operates very closely 
to the “500 Club” concept. We print a specifi c 
number of tickets, for a set price, and draw 
winners at scheduled times throughout the 
year, namely our quarterly meetings, with 
several ticket-buyers winning one of the six 
prizes at each drawing. Each ticket is good 
for an entire year, even if you happen to win.  
This will not replace all of the missing income, 
but it will be a start. To be successful, it will 
take every member of the IARF selling these 
tickets.  We need your help to make this a real 
success.  

Another idea being discussed is the annual 
golf outing. The golf outing is sponsored by 
the IARF and hosted by a local club.  Up until 
now, the IARF has not profi ted from any of 
these outings. Our plan to build the outing 
into a big event every year that folks look 

forward to attending. The IARF will work 
with whichever club is hosting the outing, to 
ensure its success. Since this will be a mutual 
effort, the profi ts will be split between the 
host club and the IARF. What that split will 
be is currently being discussed.  f properly run 
and advertised, it can be a real moneymaker.  
Again, it will take all of us working together 
to make it happen.

The IARF is counting on the membership to 
help bring this organization back to be a force 
in the state. We are recognized across the state 
for our efforts on behalf of our retirees. We 
need to continue to grow with the demands 
placed on us by the politicians. Only you can 
help us succeed in this endeavor.  Will you do 
your part??  

I look forward to seeing you in Belleville in 
April.

Until then, I remain fraternally yours.

George Bode
VP of IARF

Fraternally Yours, 
George Bode

to our loyal sponsors
Please support them whenever you can!
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Secretary’s Report
Mike Levine, Secretary I.A.R.F.
In 1990, shortly after his retirement from the 

fire service, Donald L. 
Van Scoyoc accepted a 
position as trustee with 
the newly formed Illinois 
Association of Retired 
Firefighters. The IARF 
was in the early organi-
zational stages of forming 
20 local charters across 

the state from Rockford to Belleville, from 
Danville to Rock Island. Don worked tirelessly 
on the road with his fellow trustees to secure 
those local retiree charters.

The AFFI had identifi ed over 2000 regular 
retirees along with 800 disabled fi refi ghters 
that needed representation to reach a minimum 
standard of living. Don was dedicated to the ef-
forts of the IARF to be a voice for our retirees, 
our disabled, and our fi re service survivors. In 
addition to building the organization, Don Van 
Scoyoc worked with the executive board team 
and the AFFI to successfully lobby the state 
legislature for quality-of-life improvements 
for all our fi re service family.

Last year Don Van Scoyoc entered his eternal 
reward at the age of 84. He was born to Roy 
and Catherine (Young) Van Scoyoc on Sep-
tember 23, 1932 in Lewistown Pennsylvania.  
Don attended Bradley University and entered 
the U.S. Navy serving until his honorable 
discharge in 1965. Don Van Scoyoc was 
commissioned “Fireman” on the Peoria Fire 
Department in 1965.  He successfully negotiat-
ed the competitive promotional process to the 
rank of Fire Captain and retired in 1989 with 
nearly 24 years of distinguished public service.

Donald was an avid golfer and traveled sev-
eral years with many of his Fire Department 

friends to golf events in Biloxi, Mississippi.  
Don’s skill at the game of golf proved valu-
able and impressed many political friends to 
support fi refi ghter legislation during AFFI and 
IARF sponsored golf events.  

He loved dancing in his free time with the 
“love of his life,” and the “right one,” Wanita 
Dybevik (Wantling) Van Scoyoc.  Whom he 
married on November 12, 1976 in Las Vegas 
Nevada.  Donald is survived by his wife Wan-
ita of Peoria; two step children Patti (LesDan-
iels) Stookey of Florida, stepson Steve (Kim) 
Wantling of Peoria; one sister Dorene (Roy) 
Weaver of California; one granddaughter 
Alycia Raska of St. Augustine Florida and 
two great grandchildren Taylor and Kaylee 
Raska of St. Augustine Florida; one nephew 
“his favorite” James Van Scoyoc of Virginia 
Beach, Virginia, as well as many more nieces 
and nephews.  Donald was preceded in death 
by his parent’s, one stepson David Wantling, 
and one brother James Van Scoyoc.

Don knew the strength of the fi re community 
to be a positive infl uence for both the fi re ser-
vice and the needs of their local communities.  
He knew people will listen to good, sound 
advice from those who serve in the honor-
able professions, and encourage retirees to be 
cordial with neighbors, family, and friends to 
gain their political support.

Last year was a solemn time for the IARF af-
ter attending two memorial services for both 
President Emeritus Robert Sullivan and a few 
days later for former Trustee Donald L. Van 
Scoyoc.  The editorial committee wanted to 
give full dedication to each fi re offi cer with 
their own publication in accordance to the 
offi ce held and date of memorial respectively.  

TRIBUTE TO 
TRUSTEE DONALD L. VAN SCOYOC, 

FIRE CAPTAIN RET.
1932 - 2017

Continued on page 6



     Spring 2018–  I.A.R.F. Disabled and Retired Firefi ghters  6

Treasurer’s Message
Dan Oaks, Treasurer I.A.R.F.

I hope this issue 
finds that ev-
eryone has sur-
vived another 
Illinois winter 
(for those of 
us who aren’t 
smart enough 
to go south or 
west).  I  also 
want to thank 
the officers of 

our various clubs for the forwarding of their 
current rosters. It has been an enormous 
help in updating our membership rolls. As 
well as making sure our widows who wish 
to receive the magazine receive one. The 
magazine is our largest expense other than 
the per capita we pay to the AFFI, so it is 
important to make sure our mailing list is 
current. 

The executive board has also been working 
hard to fi nd a more consistent and depend-
able source of revenue, so we don’t have to 
depend on phone solicitations and ad sales 
to fund our organization. We have also been 
working with the executive board of the 
AFFI to present a resolution at the Biennial 
Convention to reduce our per capita cost to 
a more manageable amount. Doing these 
things is of the utmost importance to our 
continued long term fi nancial health. 

Fraternally,
Dan Oaks

The fall issue of the “Disabled and Retired 
Firefi ghters” honored the memory of Bob 
Sullivan, with this spring 2018 issue to recog-
nize the life service of Don Van Scoyoc.  Both 
offi cers set the traditions of selfl ess service to 
their nation, community, and the betterment 
of their fellow man.  May we honor them by 
building on their efforts and continue in their 
tradition of service. 

Remember the quarterly meetings in Belleville 
on Apri 28th; Peoria on July 28; and Elgin 
on October 28, 2018.  Also send in your res-
ervation for the Springfi eld Golf Classic on 
September 11, 2018 (9/11 memorial).

Submitted by Mike Levine, IARF Secretary

Continued from page 5
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GENOA AREA
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Genoa, IL 60135

GENOA SMILES
619 E. Main St. Genoa, IL 60135

GROSS DEMENTIONS
401 Whitney Blvd. Belvidere, IL 61008

BAMBOO THAI
1035 S. York Rd. Elmhurst, IL 60126

MORIN AUTO GROUP INC.
2108 Ferry Road Naperville, IL 60563

TREASURE JEWELRY
4152 N HaRlem Norridge, IL 60706

A & V AUTO BODY
1840 Moen Avenue, Rockdale, IL 60436

KISWANI TRUCKING, INC.
555 W. Taft Drive, South Holland, IL 60473

DAIRY QUEEN
707 W. Jefferson Street, Shorewood, IL 60404

FLACHTEMEIER MONUMENT
COMPANY

221 W. Galena Avenue, Freeport, IL 61032

BOONE COUNTY TRANSMISSIONS
1352 Fairgrounds Road Belvidere, IL 61008

NORTHERN ILLINOIS
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

817 W. Lincoln Highway. De Kalb, IL 60115

BEACON, INC.
12223 S. Laramie, Alsip, IL 60803

BASKIN ROBBINS ICE CREAM
737 Plainfield Road, Westmont, IL 60559

BEESAN MARKET
7211 W. 84th Street, Bridgeview, IL 60456

DEE PLUMBING & SEWER
3828 W. 128th Place, Alsip, IL 60803

ALL – BRY CONSTRUCTION CO.
145 Tower Dr., Burr Ridge, IL 60527

RESOLUTIONS IN MEDITATION
728 N. Main St., Rockford, IL 61103

BOWEN ACCOUNTING INC.
324 E. Riverside Blvd., Loves Park, IL 61111

BALAZHI NILES GRILL
9206 N. Milwaukee Niles, IL 60714

J.J. Peppers

10400 W. Fullerton
Melrose Park, IL 60164
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Trustee’s Message
Rocky Fardel, Trustee I.A.R.F.

Retiree’s and Spouses,

Here we are weeks 
into the year 2018. I 
hope everyone is do-
ing well and living re-
tirement to its fullest. 
I would like to thank 
the Evanston Club and 
the Bloomington/Nor-
mal Club for hosting 
our last two quarterly 
meetings. Both did a 

great job.

I would like to welcome Jim Smith from Boling-
brook to the IARF board as our newest Trustee. 
Jim was appointed by the board to fi ll the vacated 
spot of Dude Meisinger. We thank Dude for his 
years of service to the IARF. 

The Trustee’s recently completed the audit of 
our books and every dime was accounted for. 
Thanks to Treasurer Dan Oaks for the great job 
of keeping everything in order. The board is con-
tinually looking for ways to cut costs and bring 
new revenue in. If you have any fundraising 
ideas, let us know.

We will be sending representatives to the AFFI 
Convention and the Legislative Conference 
again this year. It is important that we attend 
these events in order to keep retiree’s issues in 
the forefront. 

Please try and attend a quarterly meeting this 
year. We have the meetings spread throughout 
the state. You may see some old faces, get the 
latest IARF news and we throw in a free meal/
drink.

Fraternally, Rocky Fardel - Trustee
Iaff524@yahoo.com    Stay Safe and Healthy

ECONO LODGE
19755 Ne Frontage Rd. Shorewood, IL 60435

BODYWORKS INC.
1060 Lake St. Roselle, IL 60172

AMERI DREAM FENCE & DECK
1419 E. Cass St. Joliet, IL 60432

CHASERS BAR & GRILL
9003 N. Milwaukee Niles, IL 60714

TRI R SERVICES
419 E. Golf Rd. Des Plaines, IL 60016

VAPE & JUICE
4437 E. State St Rockford, IL 61108

 
ARCO MACHINERY MOVERS

545 Blackhawk Park Av. Rockford, IL  61104

ZEN HOUSE
1339 Lily Ache Lane, Bolingbrook, IL 60490

GENE’S PLACE
4412 Manchester Dr., Rockford, IL 61109

640 MEATS
6410 E. Riverside Blvd., Loves Park, IL 61111

PARK LICENSE SERVICE
6402 N. 2nd St. Loves Park, IL 61111

SPINZER RESTAURANT
2331 W. Devon Chicago, IL 60659

STEVENS FAMILY RESTAURANT
2393 63rd St. Woodridge, IL 60517

P & R AUTO BODY
986 Crosby Av. Sycamore, IL 60178

DEMERA ETHIOPIAN RESTAURANT
4801 N. Broadway Chicago, IL 60640

HI – LINE AUTOMOTIVE
410 Ogden Av., Downers Grove, IL 60515
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Trustee’s Message
Joe Swierczek, Trustee I.A.R.F.

Retired Brothers 
and Sisters,

Greetings from 
Belleville! Let’s 
welcome Spring and 
another Political 
Season...

The Fall 2017 
meeting was held in 
Evanston and it was 
a very good and well 

attended meeting. Guest sperkers included 
the Mayor and Fire Chief. I must say the food 
was excellent!

The Winter 2018 meeting was held in 
Bloomington / Normal. I was not able to 
attend that meeting, but I was told that it was 
well attended.

The Spring meeting will be hosted by the 
Belleville Club on April 28th, see details in 
this magazine. The Belleville Club has elected 
new Offi cers, President Charles Grider III and 
Secretary / Treasurer, myself Joe Swierczek. 
I hope to report in the Fall magazine that the 
Spring meeting was well attended! Please 
make plans on attending. If you have not seen 
the 911 Fire Fighter Memorial that is located 
outside of the #4 Fire Station in Belleville, 
please put that on your list of things to do!

I would like to welcome Jim Smith a Retired 
Brother from Bollingbrook to the IARF 
Board. Jim is a new Trustee, fi lling a vacant 
spot that Dude Meisenger held for years. I 
look forward to working with Jim. I would 
like to thank Dude for his many years of 
service to the IARF.

Lastly, please plan on attending the quarterly 
meetings. The meetings are very informative, 
you get a chance to visit with old friends and 
meet new ones and you will receive a meal.

Sincerely,

Fraternally,
Joseph A. Swierczek Jr. – Trustee 
618-407-4427
joe@riskstrategies.net
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‘Remember me; 
I haven’t forgotten you’

By Ray Severence  
Retired Minnesota fi refi ghter.

No, I haven’t forgotten the excitement of riding
on a fi re rig, lights fl ashing, siren wailing, or
the feeling of a “good save”, whether it be a human
life or the valued possessions of a fellow citizen. 

I haven’t forgotten the feeling of standing ankle-
deep in freezing water on a -30 below January
night, gloves frozen to a nozzle, fi ghting a fi re I
know was caused by carelessness—or worse.

I haven’t forgotten terror, of being lost in a smoke-
fi lled building—feeling the increased heat of the fi re
working its way through my turnout gear, or the taste
of a hot cup of coffee and a cold meatloaf sandwich at
four in the morning.

Now I walk into my old fi re station, only to fi nd 
It fi lled with strangers.

I may not walk as fast, or stand as straight as
you.  My hair may be gray and thin, and my
jokes don’t come as easily as they once did.

But I know in my heart that I have paid the
price, and earned THE RIGHT TO SAY
PROUDLY, “I AM A RETIRED FIREFIGHTER.”

Trustee’s Message
Wayne Stout, Trustee I.A.R.F.

I feel, as I’m sure many of you do these same things today as I refl ect on my years in the fi re 
service.   When in a group of retired fi refi ghters we tend to recall the good old days.  As presi-
dent of my local organization I have the occasion to go down to the fi re station.  Being retired 
for 23 years there aren’t many left there who remember me, but they always welcome me. I 
hope to see you in Belleville on April 28th so we can recall some of the good old days.

Sincerely, Wayne

Hi to all our IARF Brothers and Sisters. 

While looking for an idea for my spring magazine article I ran across 
the following:
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Trustee’s Message
Jim Smith, Trustee I.A.R.F.

Hello to all fellow 
retiree’s. I would like 
to introduce myself 
to you as being your 
new I.A.R.F. trust-
ee.  My name is Jim 
Smith and I have been 
a member of the Joliet 
area chapter I.A.R.F.  
since 2005. Then in 
2011, I retired from 

the Bolingbrook Fire Department as the Fire 
Marshal. When I was hired in Bolingbrook the 
village was pretty much known as bedroom 
community with the FD having 3 stations.  Over 
the next several years the village grew with com-
mercial buildings as well as residential building 
and businesses on the upswing. When I retired 
the fi re department had 5 stations and a village 
population that grew from about 30,000 people 
when I started to over 70,000 people. 

As your new trustee I hope to be part of a great 
organization that will continue to prosper and 
grow like it has been over the last several de-
cades.  Plus serve the members as the people 
before me have done. 

Now that I am the probie all over again the board 
has asked me to help with a program that will 
hopefully offset the cost of running this organi-
zation. This is what we have come up with as a 
board to help with costs.

We will asking the members of the I.A.R.F. to 
seek supporter’s donations from family, friends 
and even businesses that the members come in 
contact with. This program is called Friend’s 
of Illinois Association of Retired Firefi ghters.  
Members will have supporter coupons that we 
will provide and this coupon will have two parts. 
Part one will have an area the supporter will fi ll 
out information about themselves, the second 
part will be the coupon the supporter keeps. 

In return to the supporters we will have four 
drawings a year where 9 supporters at each draw-
ing will have a chance to receive a thank you gift 
from the I.A.R.F. for helping the organization.  
There will a $500.00, $250.00, $100.00 and six 
$25.00 gifts to be handed out. 

These next coming months we will be getting the 
coupons out to all the chapters and will have the 
fi rst drawing at the July picnic in Peoria. With a 
little time from the members to secure donations 
from supporter’s the I.A.R.F. will hope to make 
this an annual event.

Thank you, Jim Smith.
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THOUGHTS FROM THE CHAPLAIN…Darrell Coons

Here’s a question for you:
Have you ever gone to work, or school or anywhere that you have responsibilities, when 
you were sick…because you were afraid no one would pick up the slack for you?
Have you ever skipped a vacation because you felt you were too needed at work to take the 
time away?

Have you ever had a day off where you made sure that you could get to your phone IN 
CASE “WORK” CALLED?

Have you ever been on vacation or on a day off where you felt guilty that you weren’t 
working on something? If you’re like me, you had to answer yes to each of those questions. 
And, just maybe, that’s not something to be proud of.

Do you recall the 4th Commandment from Exodus 20?
“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your 
work, but the Seventh Day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God.
On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant 
or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates.”
And why is that?
For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 
but He rested on the seventh day. Therefore, the Lord blessed the Sabbath Day and made 
it holy.” (NIV)

Yes, you say, but that was in a different time. In our culture, Sunday doesn’t look much 
different from any other day. People work, stores are open, life goes on. Besides, we have 
three worship services and Sunday School and meetings and other activities.
But Sunday is NOT the issue. The issue is When do we rest? Normally, I’d say “anytime I 
want to because I’m retired! But do we? Our physicians tell us we need rest. Add to that our 
psychologists who point to mental fatigue as one of the most serious ailments of the mind. 
Our effi ciency experts say there is a point where if you don’t rest, you become less profi -
cient at your task. And yet, we push and push and feel guilt for those times we sit and relax.

Max Lucado points to the fallacy of our thinking that “the show won’t go on without me” 
when he  says, “God’s message to us is if creation didn’t crash when I rested, it won’t crash 
when you do!”  Rest….Sabbath….We need to fi nd quiet and restfulness because it gives 
healing to the spirit and adds strength for the road ahead. 
But most of all, we need to rest because it is commanded by the One who made us and 
knows us best. I think I’ll take a nap!  

Blessings to you all,
Chaplain Darrell Coons  
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FROM THE DESK OF THE AFFI PRESIDENT
Brothers and Sisters,

We are excited to announce our 42nd Biennial Convention of the Associated Fire 
Fighters of Illinois is being held at Pheasant Run Resort and hosted by St. Charles Local 
3322. The Convention will take place June 14, 2018 and continue until June 16 or until 
the business of the Convention is completed.
Local delegate strength count shall be completed by March 14th, 2018 with registration 
beginning March 19.

As per resolution 2016-07 the process for convention registration will be done via 
email notiϐication and online registration.

Pat Devaney, President
Associated Fire Fighters of Illinois
217-522-8180
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RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP

The IARF does not have any automatic dues deduction, 
so we need your help in making sure your membership is renewed.

Please contact your local chapter treasurer or secretary.
General memberships may contact Dan Oaks at:   d_oaks@sbcglobal.net

Dues are $10.00 per year
And provide many services to protect our benefi ts.

Stay involved and connected.

RENEWAL FORM…    
New Address:

Name _________________________________________________________________

Address  ______________________________________________________________

City / State / Zip  ________________________________________________________

Mail this form to   •   IARF   •   23731 N. Algonquin Dr.   •   Canton, IL 61520
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SSponsored by Springfield Association of Retired 
FFirefighters  

INCLUDES GOLF, PRIZES, GOLF SHIRT, LUNCH, DINNER, AND DRINKS 
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AFFI LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

At the time of this publication, the AFFI Legislative Committee is right in the middle of the 
2nd year of the 100th General Assembly. As you know, the AFFI has a long history of advo-
cating for its members at the capitol in Springfi eld. As retirees, many of you had a hand in 
promoting our issues and creating some of the many rights and benefi ts all of us enjoy today. It 
should also be noted that legislators in the Senate and House, as well as supportive Governor’s 
have played a signifi cant role in creating or maintaining all of our rights and benefi ts.  Below 
is just a sampling of items that have passed and became law in just the last 5-7 years.
       
1. Increased the population threshold for municipalities in order to maintain relevance  
 within the Work Comp statute.

2. Revamped the entire fi refi ghter hiring process so that all municipalities and districts  
 use the same process.

3. Ensured that employers pay for the exam review sessions within the promotion process.

4. Allowed for a Article 4 pension board to make payments to a benefi ciary trust fund.

5. Allowed for public safety offi cers to solicit for charities at certain intersections in their  
 communities.

6. Increased the dependent benefi t for FF’s who die and are not married.

7. Created the Regional/Unifi ed Fire Protection District Act.

8. Before a local government can cease FD operations they must put it on a referendum.

9. Ensured Manning is a mandatory subject of bargaining.

10. Increased the maximum age for a FF to be hired for those that are serving in the 
 military at the time they reach 35 years of age.

11. Created the Mobile Integrated Healthcare Taskforce.

12. Required Local governments to issue certifi cates of appointment to FF’s hired.

13. Allowed Bedford Park tier 2 FF’s to participate in IMRF-SLEP as opposed to IMRF.

14. Allowed a FF who was formerly a police offi cer in same local government to transfer  
 up to 6 years of creditable service from Article 3 to 4.
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15. Broadened the infectious disease testing done at hospitals.
 
16. Created minimum standards for Fire Chiefs to be appointed.

As we head into the Summer months, the AFFI will again go through the rigorous endorsement 
process ensuring that only those that are supportive of issues affecting our membership receive 
the coveted AFFI endorsement for the November General Election.

As members of the AFFI & IARF we ask that you participate in our political action program 
by volunteering to campaign on behalf of endorsed candidates when called upon.  We also ask 
that you study our endorsement list and vote for those who support issues important to profes-
sional union fi refi ghters and retirees.

As always, please do not hesitate to contact an AFFI Legislative Representative if you have 
questions or concerns.

In Solidarity,

AFFI Legislative Committee

LAZO’S TACOS
CHICAGO, IL 60647

U STYLE HAIR SALON
DOWNERS GROVE, IL 60516

FAST LANE THREADS
BELVIDERE, IL 61008

ALL-BRITE ANODIZING INC.
NORTHLAKE, IL 60164

BEECHNER HEAT TREATING CO.
ROCKFORD, IL 61109

J.R RENTALS / PENSKE TRUCK RENTALS
DEKALB, IL 60115

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 
CONSULTING

LOVES PARK, IL  61111

Sakura Sushi
Japanese Restaurant

1163 E. Ogdan Ave
Naperville, IL 60563
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Upstaging 
Lighting &
Transport

821 Park Avenue 
Sycamore, IL 60178

Enriquez Produce Inc.

2420-44 S. Blue Island Avenue, Chicago, IL 60608
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FILIAL LAWS COULD PUT RETIREES 
ON THE HOOK FOR PARENTS’ HEALTH-CARE COSTS

I recently came across an article on a long-term-care planning strategy By Greg Iacurci.
 
State laws known as fi lial responsibility laws have the potential to stick unwitting family members with 
relatives’ hefty long-term-care costs. They can wreak fi nancial havoc on families that don’t prepare for 
long-term-care need. Observers point to a recent case, to demonstrate the breadth of how courts enforce 
fi lial laws, which basically establish that children have a duty to care for their parents, and which experts 
believe will become more relevant as lifespans increase and healthcare costs swell. The case, Eori v. 
Eori, broadens the net of fi nancial responsibility and even pits siblings against each other. It determined 
that each had a fi nancial responsibility to fi nancially support their ailing mother, who required in-home 
care.

“This should open eyes to everyone that even if you don’t end up in a nursing-care facility, you could 
still have end-of-life costs. If parents become indigent or broke and rely on others, that could have a big 
impact on all the family members,” said Jamie Hopkins, professor of retirement income at The American 
College of Financial Services.

Roughly half of Americans turning age 65 today will require long-term care. In 2017, the national me-
dian monthly cost for a home health aide was about $4,100, according to Genworth Financial Inc. the 
monthly cost swells to more than $7,100 for a semi-private room in a nursing home.

While states’ fi lial laws differ, the Eori case is a “fair reading” of what may be expected in other states, 
The Eori case pitted Joseph Eori, who helped care for his 90-year-old widowed mother Dolly, against his 
siblings Paulette and Russell (who, after the lawsuit began, changed his name to Joshua). Because they 
weren’t providing fi nancial assistance to their mother, Joseph sued under the state’s fi lial laws.
The mother had cancer, dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, and required 24-hour care that came via adult 
day care as well as three in-home caregivers, the cost of which exceeded her Social Security income, 
according to a court document.

Ultimately, a Pennsylvania state court mandated in 2014 that the brother, Joshua, pay $400 per month in 
support — or, $4,800 a year — which was upheld on appeal. The daughter consented, before appeal, to 
also pay $400 a month.

Interestingly, the court found that the mother wasn’t “destitute,” but needed extra income to help meet 
her monthly expenses and therefore was considered “indigent.”

“Now, we’ve seen a court say, ‘You do have to pay up, Family Member No. 2 and 3,’” Mr. Hopkins said.

Observers believe fi nancial advisers would be wise to become more aware of fi lial responsibility laws, 
which underpin the importance of having a conversation with clients around long-term-care planning.” 
The people who don’t know it should, because it’s going to become more prevalent,” Mr. Darling said. 
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Midway 
Neurological

& Rehabilitations
Center

8540 S. Harlem Avenue
Bridgeview, IL 60455

Celina’s Fresh Market

14164 McCarthy Road, Lemont, IL 60439

Grand Motors

751 W. Roosevelt Road 
Lombard, IL 60148

Rondo
Enterprises

1115 E. State Street 
Sycamore, IL 60178

WIPFLI

328 W. Stephenson 
Freeport, IL 61032
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MR.
TRANSMISSION

104 Brook Court 
Bolingbrook, IL 60440

RILEY’S
VARIETIES

3644 Ridge Road 
Lansing, IL 60438

MORSE
ELECTRIC

500 W. South St.
Freeport, IL 61032

WATERSHED
Development Corp.

28835 N. Herky Drive 
Lake Bluff, IL 60044

MEDICAL
OUTSOURCING

SOLUTIONS

1735 Dekalb Avenue 
Sycamore, IL 60178

SHAMROCK 
FIRE PROTECTION

P.O. Box 183 
Belvidere, IL 61008

DEPOT
LIQUORS

524 N. Main Street 
Sycamore, IL 60178

Elfco

9860 Clearvue Court 
Mokena, IL 60448
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Quarterly Membership Meeting – October 28, 2017

2017 Membership Meeting Minutes

Evanston
Offi cers present: Schrepfer, Oaks, Fardell, Swierczek, (Bode, Levine and Coons absent) 

Pledge of Allegiance and presentation of colors by the Evanston Honor Guard 
Moment of Silence for Fallen Military and Firefi ghters – Reverend Jones - offi ciating

President Schrepfer presented Bob Nelson, President of the host – Evanston Chapter, who introduced Mayor 
Steve Hagerty who welcomed the retirees to Evanston, talked about his Irish background, encouraged every-
one to tour local amenities including Northwestern University.  Mayor Hagerty also announced the successful 
budget presentation by Chief Brian Scott.  Mayor Hagerty heads a disaster relief consulting fi rm that responds 
to local tragedies and directs remediation.  The Mayor expressed his respect and admiration for the fi refi ghting 
profession in their public safety effort across the county.

Evanston Fire Chief Brian Scott addressed the meeting and refl ected agreement with Mayor Hagerty’s re-
marks.  Chief Scott was encouraged by the local political support for the fi re service.  He gave a lot of the 
credit to the past efforts of retirees during their active service.  Chief Scott looks forward to the continued 
partnership of active and retired fi refi ghters.

President Schrepfer introduced Chuck Worley of the Illinois Firefi ghter Peer Support Team (IFFPS) who 
presented the service of the IFFPS to assist both active and retired fi refi ghters with support during life’s most 
diffi cult moments.  In addition, Chuck discussed the cancer support services that the fi re service appears to be 
plagued with and how the IFFPS can help.  Chuck announced the need for volunteer assistance.  Anyone with 
a desire to assist fellow fi re offi cers in need can contact the IFFPS to attend classes.  Call: (855) 907-8776 or 
visit the website at: iffps.org  This organization has been featured in past issues of the magazine and is sup-
ported by both the IARF and the AFFI.

President Schrepfer introduced Eddy Cruse, AFFI Northern District Legislative Representative.  Rep. Cruse 
presented a summary of the AFFI’s progress in the Illinois Legislature.  At this time, several bills were passed 
that included certain veto overrides that benefi ted job security, pension eligibility, and transfer of vested ser-
vice from police to a fi re offi cer job.  The pension code limits professional fi refi ghters in low populated in-
dustrial communities from the pension benefi ts enjoyed in larger populated communities.  The AFFI fought to 
override the governor’s veto of legislation that would correct this pension issue.  Through late night lobbying 
effort the AFFI was able to pass law that the governor signed for fi refi ghters in industrial areas to enjoy a better 
pension.  The AFFI obtained legislation that will require fi re offi cer qualifi cations for public safety directors 
with direct responsibility over fi re departments.  Representative Cruse explain much of the tactic and strategy 
used by AFFI to protect the interests of the professional fi refi ghter community.  There was a question and 
answer period with the membership expressing gratitude for the work of the AFFI and Eddy Cruse’s report.

President Schrepfer presented the AFFI 5th District Vice-President, Art Thompson.  V.P. Thompson reported 
on the job security efforts being delivered throughout the Northern District.  There are several departments 
seeking union representation and taking-on full-time positions that were once part-time.  The membership was 
able to learn of the upcoming election activity and ways in which retirees could assist electing our friends at 
all levels of government positions.
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1st Order of Business: Treasurer Oaks presented the July/October report of the Treasury.  A detailed register 
of income and expenses was provided.  In summary revenue is stable and improving from past levels.  There 
were questions about membership status and notifi cation of when dues are to be paid.  Discussion centered on 
the management of the multi-year statements.

Motion: Elgin Offi cer Larry Judkins moved to accept the Treasurer’s report with attachments.  WCRF Offi cer 
Steve Rose 2nd the motion.  The membership voted unanimous to accept the Treasurer’s report with attach-
ments.

2nd  Order of Business:  President Schrepfer requested a motion to accept the minutes of the July 22, 2017 
general meeting held in Peoria.  The membership should have a copy of those minutes as printed in the Fall 
issue of the Disabled and Retired Firefi ghters magazine available at each table.  Without objections, additions, 
or corrections a motion to accept is requested.

Motion: Evanston Offi cer Badger moved to accept the July meeting minutes.  Evanston Offi cer Mike Kelly 2 
nd the motion.  The membership voted unanimous to accept the July minutes.
3rd Order of Business: President Schrepfer announced that the nomination and election for delegates to the 
2018 AFFI Convention by the next meeting.  All members are encouraged to seek nomination and, if needed, 
a vote will be held to select three (3) delegates.

4th Order of Business: President Schrepfer reminded the membership that quarterly meeting have been set 
for January 2018 – Bloomington, Spring 2018 – Belleville, Summer 2018 – Peoria, and Fall 2018 – Elgin.  
If any chapter wants to host a meeting for 2019 a request can be made at a quarterly meeting.  The Summer 
meeting has been traditionally held in Peoria as the annual meeting.  Therefore, the board decided to offer 
chapters located in each of the three districts (Central/Winter, South/Spring, and North in the Fall) to host a 
quarterly meeting in one of the open spots.  A request for such can be made at a previous quarterly meeting

5th Order of Business: President Schrepfer announced that this year will be the 25th Aniversary of the Earl 
Levine Golf Classic and is scheduled in Springfi eld on 09-12-2018.  Joliet has scheduled the golf event for 
2019.  Chapters wanting to host the 2020 golf events and beyond may make a proposal at the annual meeting 
in Peoria.

6th Order of Business:  President Schrepfer reminded the membership of the fi nancial needs of the North 
Riverside Fire Department caught-up in a legal battle to keep their jobs that Eddy Cruse had talked about in 
his report.  A fund raiser will be conducted to support re-imbursement for the Riverside Firefi ghters’ legal fees.  
To date, this very brave, but small fi re community has been successful in 13 court battles.

7th Order of Business: President Schrepfer requested a motion to place a $100 advertisement in the AFFI 
Honor Guard Program Book.
Motion:  of $100.was made by Rockford Offi cer Ron Seeley.  Seconded by Evanston Offi cer Walls. To pro-
vide a $100. advertisement in the AFFI Honor Guard Program Book.

President Schrepfer requested a motion to adjourn.
Motion:  to adjourn by Treasurer Oaks. Seconded by Trustee Stout. Motion to Adjorn Passed by voice 
vote – unanimous at 1:30 pm.

The October 28, 2017 General Membership Meeting Minutes respectfully submitted:
Mike Levine, IARF Secretary
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Quarterly Membership Meeting – January 27, 2018

2018 
Bloomington/Normal
Offi cers present: Schrepfer, Bode, Oaks, Levine, Stout, Fardel, and Smith. (Swierczek and Coons absent)

Pledge of Allegiance and presentation of colors. 
Moment of Silence for Fallen Military and Firefi ghters

President Schrepfer introduced Chuck Sullivan, AFFI Central Legislative Representative.  Representative 
Sullivan stated that the AFFI was the fi rst union group to endorse J.B. Pritzger for Illinois Governor.  J.B. is 
an American venture capitalist, entrepreneur, and philanthropist based out of Chicago.  J.B. has been a cham-
pion for the working families and has recruited Julian Stratton for his running mate.  While Bruce Rauner has 
attacked unions and the benefi ts of working families, J.B. has sought a higher quality-of-life for the average 
citizen.  Governor Rauner made his fortune from the pension funds of working families; and as an equity 
broker that broke-up corporations putting people out-of-work.  J.B. supports collective bargaining and the 
pension plans of working families.

Chuck reported that the number of local unions has increased.  This includes paramedic units that are not 
fi refi ghters.  AFFI is supporting legislation that will cover paramedic units under the same protections as fi re-
fi ghters.  Also many of the small fi re departments that are not covered by the downstate pension law are being 
supported by the AFFI to gain pension upgrades.  Those local communities that have contract fi re service must 
identify on their fi re equipment that they are not a state commissioned fi re protection service.  Also the AFFI 
supports legislation requiring communities that contract fi refi ghters covered under another municipal pension 
fund must reimburse the fi refi ghter’s pension contribution back to the full-time municipality.
Chuck entertained several questions from the fl oor.  The membership was very appreciative of Chuck’s report 
on AFFI activities and provided a very welcome reception.

President Schrepfer introduced Bloomington Local 49 President, Clayton Matteson.  Clayton welcomed 
all the retirees to the Police and Firefi ghters Clubhouse.  Also, he announced the 150th Anniversary of the 
Bloomington Fire Department with an event to be held in July 2018.  There is a memorial to be constructed 
in Bloomington’s Miller Park.  All are welcome to sponsor a brick for placement in the monument.  More 
information will be available in the near future.

1st Order of Business: Treasurer Oaks presented the July/October report of the Treasury.  A detailed register 
of income and expenses was provided.  In summary revenue is stable with minimal improvement from past 
quarters.  Unfortunately, the magazine is only providing about a third of the revenue that it has brought-in 
from past publishing periods.  Raising the dues in 2016, by a vote of the general membership, has helped to 
off-set revenue depletions.  Signifi cant cost reductions have been implemented to improve the fi scal record.  
There were questions about membership status and notifi cation of when dues are to be paid.  Discussion cen-
tered on the management of the multi-year statements.

Motion: Bloomington President Ron Fowler moved to accept the Treasurer’s report with attachments.  Oak 
Park Offi cer Mike Kelly 2nd the motion.  The membership voted unanimous to accept the Treasurer’s report 
with attachments.
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2nd  Order of Business:  President Schrepfer requested Secretary Levine to read the minutes of the October 
28, 2017 general meeting held in Evenston.  The membership was provided a copy of those minutes that were 
also mailed-out to each of the charter presidents.  Without objections, additions, or corrections a motion to 
accept is requested.

Motion: Oak Park Offi cer Greg Badger moved to accept the July meeting minutes.  Evanston Offi cer Ron 
Gannon 2 nd the motion.  The membership voted unanimous to accept the October minutes.
3rd Order of Business: President Schrepfer provided a copy of a resolution to be presented at the 2018 AFFI 
convention that will reduce the per capita dues the IARF pays to the AFFI.   

Motion: Treasurer Oaks made a motion to accept the resolution as provided and read.  Bloomington Offi cer 
Ken Sylvester second the motion.  The membership voted unanimous to accept the motion.

4th Order of Business: President Schrepfer announced the opening for delegates to the 2018 AFFI Conven-
tion, and that the Board nominated Dan Oaks to be a delegate.

Motion: Trustee Stout made a motion to send Treasurer Dan Oaks as a delegate to the 2018 AFFI Convention.  
Evanston Offi cer Ron Gannon second the motion.  The membership voted unanimous to accept the motion.

5th Order of Business: President Schrepfer announced the election of President, Secretary, and four Trustees 
positions.  The membership was given notice that all members in good standing may write a letter of intent to 
run for any of the open offi cer positions by June 27, 2018.  Treasurer Oaks explained that two of the trustee 
positions will be for two years, and the remaining two will be for four years.  Eventually, all offi cer positions 
will be for four-year terms under staggered cycles to maintain procedural continuity on the Board.

6th Order of Business:  President Schrepfer notifi ed the membership that the winter 2019 quarterly meeting 
is open for a central Illinois chapter to bid on hosting.  The Board had offered to designate the spring quar-
terly to a southern Illinois chapter, the winter quarterly to a central Illinois chapter, and the fall quarterly to a 
northern Illinois chapter.  This is an effort to be more inclusive and encourage higher membership levels.  The 
annual summer meeting will continue to be held in Peoria.

Motion: Bloomington Offi cer Ken Sylvester made a motion for Bloomington to host the 2019 winter quar-
terly meeting.  Bloomington President Ron Fowler second the motion.  The membership voted unanimous to 
have Bloomington host the 2019 winter quarterly meeting.

7th  Order of Business: President Schrepfer recognized Springfi eld President, John Sullivan, to provide an 
update on the 2018 IARF Golf Classic.  The only major change is the date from the second Wednesday in Sep-
tember to the second Tuesday in memorial of 9-11.  President Sullivan stated that the site for the Golf Classic 
will be the Lincoln Greens Golf Course located on Lake Shore Drive.  The cost will be $75. per individual.  
Additional information will be placed in the spring magazine 

8th Order of Business: President Schrepfer provided an update on the North Riverside labor dispute.  The 
Village of North Riverside has spent over a million dollars in legal fees to replace the North Riverside Fire De-
partment with a contract service.  The Village has lost at every level of the legal system.  The Illinois Supreme 
Court did not fi nd the arguments presented by North Riverside to be credible.  Therefore, the issue returns 
back to arbitration, where the Firefi ghters have won the right to negotiate with the Village.

9th Order of Business: President Schrepfer asked the membership for a motion to send delegates to the AFFI 
Legislative Conference this May 2018 in Springfi eld.

Motion: Bloomington Offi cer Jim Stokes made a motion to send delegates to the AFFI Legislative Confer-
ence in May 2018.  Oak Park Offi cer Greg Badger second the motion.  The membership voted unanimous to 
send delegates to the AFFI Legislative Conference
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10th Order of Business: Pekin Offi cer Dan Sego reported that Past-Trustee Dude Meisinger had plan on be-
ing at this meeting, but unfortunately had a health set-back and is under doctor’s care.  Dude sends his regards 
and looks forward to attending future meetings and events.

11th Order of Business: Bloomington Local 49 President, Clayton Matteson, notifi ed the membership that 
the IAFF will be celebrating 100 years as an organization.  Illinois has been recognized has having several 
locals that have been in continuous operation since the early years of the IAFF. 

12th Order of Business: Trustee Stout notifi ed the membership of the availability of shirts, caps, and jackets.  
Also the family of President Emeritus Bob Sullivan have donated AFFI logo shirt to be available to any of the 
IARF membership.
  
President Schrepfer requested a motion to adjourn.
Motion:  to adjourn by Bloomington President Ron Fowler. Seconded by Normal Offi cer Jeff Freasley. 
Motion to Adjorn Passed by voice vote – unanimous at 1:30 pm.

The January 27, 2018 General Membership Meeting Minutes respectfully submitted:
Mike Levine, IARF Secretary

2018 Quarterly Membership Meetings

Belleville/Swansea
                                        Saturday, April 28

2018 Quarterly Membership Meetings

Peoria
                                        Saturday, July 28
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BYRON
BANK

200 N. WALNUT

BYRON, IL 61010

ROCHELLE

FOODS

100 S. MAIN 
ROCHELLE, IL 61068

DEL FRISCO’S
STEAK HOUSE

58 E. OAK STREET 
CHICAGO, IL 60611

J6
POLYMERS

601 DERBY LINE ROAD

GENOA, IL 60135
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LA GRANGE CITGO
2 North Brainard Avenue,  La Grange, IL 60525

SOGNO BISTRO
100 North Hale Street, Wheation, IL 60187

HALAL EXPRESS CUSINE
17w731 Roosevelt Road,  Oak Brook Terrace, IL 60181

ALLEGIANCE UNDERWRITING GROUP
5010 Fairview, Downers Grove, IL 60515

INTERNATIONAL CAR CENTER
434 North Avenue, Lombard, IL 60148

THAI CAFE
4950 Main Street, Downers Grove, IL 60515

HAMADA OF JAPAN
18310 North Creek Drive, Tinley Park, IL 60477

BLAIN’S FARM & FLEET
6674 Logan Avenue, Belvidere, IL 61008 

BLAINE’S FARM & FLEET
4567 East Rockton, Roscoe, IL 61072

2074 MOBILE STATION
2074 East Sibley Boulevard, Calumet City, IL 60409

HOWARD STREET INN
6700 Howard Street, Niles, IL 60714

HELLO SUSHI BAR & THAI CUSINE
1553 West Devon, Chicago, IL 60660

MARCO DIE SUPPLIES
727 North Larch Avenue Elmhurst, IL 60126

C & H BUILDERS INC.
1534 Ruby Street, Belvidere, IL 61008
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I.A.R.F. 2nd Quarter Meeting for 2018

C.K. & L Country Club 
2800 N. Illinois St. 

Belleville/Swansea, 
Illinois  62222
618-235-2420

Meeting Times: 
Board  10:AM 

General Members
12 : Noon

Saturday - April 28, 2018 
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Itoo Hall • 4909 Farmington Road 
Peoria, Illinois 

Saturday 12 : 00 
noon 

Peoria • Annual • Indoor Family Picnic  
and Quarterly Meeting

July 28, 2018

(309)  676-9725
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Is Divorce Inevitable In Retirement?
4 Keys To Finding Closeness Again
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Welcome to the IAFF Alumni  
The Alumni program is designed exclusively to 
assist retirees and former members in continuing 
their relationship with the IAFF.

Membership in this free program allows Alumni 
members to benefi t from select IAFF and Union Plus 
programs, services and discounts, such as automotive, 
consumer education, computers, clothing, healthy life-
styles, home improvement, fi nancial/insurance products, 
mobile phones / calling plans, pets, legal services and 
travel. Additionally, Alumni members 
can now subscribe to the International Fire Fighter 
magazine for a nominal price and will also automatically 
receive email communications directly from the IAFF 
that feature news and updates on fi re fi ghter health 
and safety and local, state and federal politics. 

Eligibility  
All active-retired IAFF members are automatically mem-
bers of the Alumni. Most former IAFF members with an 
inactive-retired membership status are eligible 
to participate provided that they retired or left their local 
in good standing. The fi nal Alumni eligibility decision 
is at the discretion of the retiree’s former union.

Welcome Package  
New IAFF retirees who are eligible for the program will 
automatically be sent an Alumni Welcome Package that 
contains an Alumni membership card, a recent issue of 
the International Fire Fighter magazine and a tempo-
rary web site address that must be accessed to validate 
new Alumni memberships.

Each Alumni member will receive a thank you letter and 
Alumni decals approximately two weeks after updating 
their contact information at the temporary web site.

Contact Us  
Please contact the IAFF with benefi t, eligibility, 
welcome package and other questions related to 
the IAFF Alumni program.

Email  alumni@iaff.org          
Phone (202) 824-1567 

ALUMNI BENEFITS INCLUDE
 Automotive  Consumer Education Computers
 Clothing Financial (IAFF-FC) Insurance (IAFF-FC)
 Healthy Lifestyle Home Legal 
 Mobile Phone & Calling Plans Pets Tax Season 
  Travel
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ALTON
Alton Retired Firefi ghters Club
 President Secretary/Treasurer

 Richard Siemer Mike Harvey
 (618) 372-3786 (618) 208-7143
  (618) 593-6904
 980 West County Line Road 3516 Castelli Dr.
 Brighton, IL 62012 Alton, IL 62002
  mharvey54@yahoo.com

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday 
in January, May, and September at the Alton Motorboat Club.

AURORA
Aurora Retired Firefi ghters Club
 President Vice President  Secretary

 Brad Westrom Ray Pfeiffer  Mike Zelensek
 (630) 306-6403 (630) 606-3994  (630)  859-8710
 607 Fox Trial Dr. 610 Peace’s Ford  233 S. Commonwealth Ave.
 Batavia, IL 60510 Oswego, IL 60543  Aurora, IL 60506
 brad.westrom@gmail.com rwp99@comcast.net amfi res@aol.com

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  The Club meets on the fi rst Monday of 
February, April, June, August, October, and December at the Aurora 
Regional Fire Museum, 53 N. Broadway, Aurora, Illinois 60505. 

Picnic is in August or September and a Holiday Dinner in December. 
Call secretary for times.

BELLEVILLE
Belleville Retired Firefi ghter Club
 President Secretary

 Charles “Chuck” Grider Joe Swierczek
 (618) 235-0573 (618) 417-4427
 724 Fort Henry Drive 624 N. Church Street
 Belleville, IL 62221 Belleville, IL 62221
 ezgrider@hotmail.com joe@riskstrategies.net

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  The Club meetings are on the second 
Wednesday of February, May, August, and November at Belleville 
Exchange Club, 404 Sycamore, at 7:00 p.m. The Club invites every 
retiree in the area to attend.
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BLOOMINGTON
Bloomington/Normal Retired Firefi ghters Club
President                                  Vice-President   Secretary

Ron Fowler            Bob Wills   John Grussing
(309)  829-2785               (309) 826-0035   (309) 275-9487 
7 Nicole Ct.                      6424 Alexander Rd.  2207 Case Dr. 
Bloomington, IL 61701     Heyworth, IL 61745  Bloomington, IL 61701
captfowler30@aol.com    bobwill@a1restoration.com grussing415@gmail.com

Treasurer  Ken Sylvester  1708 Fairfi eld Dr.  Normal, IL 61761  captsly00@aol.com

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  The Club meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the 1st 
Wednesday of January, March, May, July, September and November. The meetings
are held at the Union Club House at 1750 General Electric Road in Bloomington.

DANVILLE
Danville Retired Firefi ghters Club
 President Secretary

 Don Wolfe William Thoma
 (217)  442-4796 (217)  427-5427
 1903 Edison 13033 E. Lyons Rd. 
 Danville, IL 61832 Catlin, IL 61817
 fi reone.1@comcastnet wctxklt92@gmail.com

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  The Club holds Breakfast at “Hank’s Bait and Bite”
every other month beginning in February. The Club also has an annual breakfast
for retirees, wives and widows that is prepared by active fi re fi ghters Local 429. 

DECATUR
Decatur Retired Firefi ghters Club
 President Secretary

 Steve Bingamon Dale Penn
 (217)  433-2609 (217)  433-2375
 1610 E. North Port Rd. 3015 Lake Bluff Dr.
 Decatur, IL 62526 Decatur, IL 62521
 rocky752@sbcglobal.net dalewpenn@gmail.com

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  The Club meetings are on the fi rst 
Tuesday of each month (no exceptions) at 11:00 a.m. at 
Diamond’s Restaurant, located at Pershing and Oakland streets. 
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EAST MOLINE
East Moline Retired Firefi ghters Club
 President Secretary

John Long Jeff Freiburg
(309)  496-9006 (309)  755-9532
1121 3rd St. 432 35th Ave.
Rapid City, IL 61275 East Moline, IL 61244
jrak4long@aol.com  j.freiburg@mchsi.com

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  The Club meets twice a year at station No. 2 spring
and fall. The Breakfast is also twice a year.
 
Members participate in a Memorial Day event by placing markers 
on deceased fi refi ghters graves in honor of their profession.

ELGIN
Elgin Retired Firefi ghters Club
 President Secretary

 Larry L. Judkins William Freiberg
 (847)  695-0523 (847) 695-6795
 901 Mohawk Ct. 300 N. Aldine
 Elgin, IL 60120 Elgin, IL 60123
 fyrfytr6999@yahoo.com

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  The Club meets at the American Legion Hall, 820 N. Liberty, 
on the fi rst Wednesday of every month. Time: 11:30 - 1:00 p.m. Eat lunch - Tell stories - 
Update issues relevant to retirees - Pension - etc.

EVANSTON
Evanston Retired Firefi ghters Club
 President Secretary

 Bob Nelson Ronn Gannon
 (847)  814-2102 (847) 966-7665
 1748 Kelley Lane 8412 McVicker Ave.
 Pingree Grove, IL 60140 Morton Grove, IL 60053
 ninabob354@yahoo.com ronnfgannon@comcast.net

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  The Club meets twice a year (tba), 
once in the spring and once in the late fall.
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GALESBURG
Galesburg Retired Firefi ghters Club
 President Secretary

 Mike Whitson Dawn VanDell
 (309)  337-1959 (309)  299-5667
 1163 Greenleaf St. 
 Galesburg, IL 61401 Galesburg, IL 61401
 fi rewhitty@gmail.com afgrandma@yahoo.com
MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  The Club meetings are the fi rst Tuesday of
February, April, June, August, October and December.

JACKSONVILLE
Jacksonville Retired Firefi ghters Club
 President 

 Scott Jess 
 (217) 371-1336 
 2360 Mound Ave. 
 Jacksonville, IL 62650
 jesselectric@mediacombb.net 

JOLIET AREA
Joliet Area Association Retired Firefi ghters
 President Secretary

 Mike Bessette David Apgar
 (815)  439-1865 (815)  729-3382
 4711 Galway Rd. 250 Lake Lawn Ct.
 Joliet, IL 60431-8674 Joliet, IL 60534-6874
 mjb53@comcast.net d_apgar@comcast.net

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  Meetings are are on the second Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. in 
January, April, July and October.
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KANKAKEE
Kankakee Retired Firefi ghters Club
 President Secretary

 Gary Regas Phil Hodak
 1374 N. Tower Road 905 S. Evergreen Ave.
 Kankakee, IL 60901 Kankakee, IL 60901
 (815) 351-8567 (815) 370-5998
  hodak58@gmail.com

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  Club’s membership includes over 40 
retirees. Meetings held at the Rich Lambert Memorial Union Hall #653, 
120 E. Hickory St., on the second Wednesday each month at 6:30 p.m.

MOLINE
Moline Retired Firefi ghters
 President Secretary

 Ron Miller Rick Jewell 
 2812 32nd Ave. Dr. 1130 27th Street
 Moline, IL 61265 Moline, IL 61265
 (563) 449-4757 rjewell@mchsi.com
 molinefi relt@hotmail.com

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  This Club will meet at the VFW on 7th Street 
in Moline at 6:30 p.m. on the fi rst Tuesday of the even months. 
Memorial markers are placed on the graves of our deceased each Memorial Day,
 and a Memorial Service is held at the Central Fire Station each year with an 
Honor Guard and Pipers. August meeting is a potluck with the wives.

MOUNT VERNON
Mt. Vernon Retired Firefi ghters Club
 President Secretary

 Larry Myers Richard Page
 17676 N. Illinois Highway 1703 Pace Ave.
 Mt. Vernon, IL 62864 Mt. Vernon, IL 62864
 (618) 315-4398 (618) 242-0774
  chaos1950@charter.net

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  The Club meetings are held on the fi rst 
Tuesday of  the month starting in August. Social time is followed by a 
meal and business meeting.
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(FORMERLY WAUKEGAN) NORTHEAST
Northeast Illinois Retired Firefi ghters Club
(Formerly Waukegan / North Chicago Retired Firefi ghters Club)

 President Secretary

 John Bruno Michael Schoole
 (847)  800-1968 (847)  815-480
 6138 Crossland Blvd. 2683 N. Augusta Dr.
 Gurnee, IL 60031 Waukegan, IL 60083
 jtbruno18@gmail.com micsch@northchicago.org

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  The Club meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday of March, May, September and November at 2:00 p.m. at 
Bertrand’s Bowling Alley on Washington St. in Waukegan. This Club 
supports the programs of the WFD and Local #473.

NORTHERN ILLINOIS
Northern Illinois Retired Firefi ghters Association
President Secretary    Treasurer

Ed Whittington Ronald E. Seeley  Lyn Pond
(815)  332-4375 (815)  623-6980
4639 Lindbloom Lane 11591 Wild Deer Trail  10561 Harrison Ct.
Cherry Valley, IL 61016 Roscoe, IL 61073   Roscoe, IL 61073
  rockfordretiredfi refi ghters
  @gmail.com

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  This Club meets 3rd Wednesday of odd number months 
at Venetian Club, 2180 Elmwood Road, Rockford, Ilinois.

OTTAWA
Ottawa Retired Firefi ghters Club
 President Secretary

 Robert Pillion Tom Ganiere
 (815)  434-5559 (815) 252-7886
 321 Nebraska St. 323 Taylor St.
 Ottawa, IL 61350 Ottawa, IL 61360
 bgpill@att.net tomgan@aol.com

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  The Club meetings are on the last Thursday 
of the odd number months. 
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PEKIN
Pekin Retired Firefi ghters Club
 President Secretary

 Tim Zimmerman Steve Shutts
 (309)  346-6082 (309)  696-8134
 (309)  251-5396 
 2205 Scenic View Ct. PO Box 275
 Pekin, IL 61554 Pekin, IL 61555
 captz.28.zimmerman@gmail.com pknfr@grics.net

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  The Pekin Club will have their meetings 
in February, April, June, August, October, and December on the second 
Tuesday at the American Legion Hall, 718 Court St. gathering at 6:00 p.m. 
with a 7:00 p.m. meeting start.

PEORIA
Peoria Retired Firefi ghters Club
 Co-Chair Co-Chair   Secretary

 David Klasing Mike Doyle  Dan McGann
 (309)  370-0613 (309) 693-7814  dmcgann33@gmail.com
 4724 S. Hanna City Road 3700 War Memorial Dr.
 Hanna City, IL 61536 Peoria, IL 61615
 davidklasing@yahoo.com 

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  The Club meets on the last Monday 
of each month at  the Peoria Firefi ghters Club, 203 S. 4th, Dunlap, IL 61525 at 6:30 p.m.

QUINCY
Quincy Retired Firefi ghters
 President Secretary

 Ronald W. Hinkamper Gerald Gengenbacher
 (217)  440-5941 (217)  224-0586 or (217) 316-6078 
 2625 Woodale Ct. 1400 Jefferson St.
 Quincy, IL 62301 Quincy, IL 62301
  gbackup@adams.net

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  The Club has meetings on the second 
Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the Eagles Club, 3737 N 5th Street.
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ROCK ISLAND
Rock Island Association of Retired Firefi ghters
 President Secretary 

 Wayne Stout Jerry Wiesman  
 (309)  795-1095 (309) 949-3209  
 16509 99th Ave. West 1121 West Court 
 Illinois City, IL 61259 Colona, IL 61241 
 mlp614@aol.com  

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  This Club meets on the fi rst Tuesday of 
each month at the Hy-Vee in Rock Island at 9:00 a.m. 

The Club has a Memorial Service each year on Firefi ghters Memorial Day 
and participates each year in the Labor Day Parade.

SPRINGFIELD
Springfi eld Retired Firefi ghters Club
 President Secretary

 John Sullivan Pete Janssen
 (217) 787-8392 (217)  787-0898
 #9 Inverness 2000 Montague
 Springfi eld, IL 62704 Springfi eld, IL 62711
 ksns68@att.net pete.janssen.sarff@gmail.com

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  At Firefi ghters / Postal Club 940 West Lake Shore 
Drive, 2018 meeting dates: May 19, Aug. 25 and Nov. 17. February 6, Retiree 
Appreciation Dinner.

U-C-U
U-C-U Retired Firefi ghters Club
(Urbana Champaign University)

 President Secretary

 John Mullen Robert L. Mullins
 (217) 688-2256 (217)  369-5927
 2375 CR 1200 N. 2395 CR 1150N
 St. Joseph, IL 61873-9725 Homer, IL 61849-9745
 jjmullen@juno.com rlmullins626@gmail.com

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  This Club meets in the VFW Post #630 
located at 1303 E. Main, Urbana at 7:00 p.m. on the fi rst Tuesday of 
every other month beginning with January. 
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2018 I.A.R.F.  CLUB & CHARTER REPORTS
WESTERN CHICAGOLAND

Western Chicagoland Retired Firefi ghters 
 President Secretary/Treasurer

 Steve Rose Mario Tricoci
 (630)  205-8315 
 434 Zachary Drive  
 Hampshire, IL 60140  
 stephenrose8152@hotmail.com ltfpfd@yahoo.com

MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES  Correspondences to WCRF can be sent to: 
WCRF, P.O. Box 87, Forest Park, IL 60130  
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I CAN RELATE TO DUCKS
Joel Mains Retired Downers Grove Fire Department

I Can Relate to Ducks

I recently had to travel back to the frozen tundra of northern Illinois.  My Local, 
DGPFFA #3234, had our Recognition Dinner.  We do this event every year to honor retirees from the previ-
ous year, and since I qualifi ed, I came back for the festivities.  Since I’m now on a fi xed income, I’d typically 
drive but due to time constraints, this time I fl ew.

For the trip home I chose casual attire, which included my union logo’d jacket.  I’m proud of my Union; Local 
3234, the AFFI, and the IAFF and I don’t mind representing when I’m out in public.  

Brief side-track…

A few years ago, maybe 2013 or 14, I was helping the fellas collect for MDA.  I was positioned on one of 
the busiest intersections in town; west bound Butterfi eld Road at Finley Road.  At one point as I was stroll-
ing among the cars stopped at the light, I saw a woman, sitting in the front passenger seat, reach in to her 
purse.  Of course I stopped at her window.  An older woman along with her husband (I assume) driving a 
fairly recent model, full-size, Cadillac.  Big money, right?  I leaned over as she rolled down her window and 
as soon as the window opened the hubby leaned over and asked what we were collecting for.  I politely 
told him we were collecting for MDA, “you know, Jerry’s kids.”  Even though Jerry Lewis no longer did the 
telethon I still used that line, especially with folks my age or older.  As the wife deposited a dollar in change 
(I wish I was making that part up) the husband said, and I quote, “Oh, good.  I thought this was some union 
thing” Before they pulled away I said “Oh don’t worry sir, it is a union thing, thanks!” and laughed to myself 
as they drove off.

Back to the matter at hand.

So, while sitting at the gate at O’Hare, waiting for the return trip to North Carolina, a gentleman came over 
and sat down a couple seats away from me.  He looked at my jacket and asked if I was a fi refi ghter.  I told 
him I was, that I was actually a recently retired fi refi ghter.  Then he said, with complete sincerity “Thank you 
for your service.”  I thanked him for his kind words, but assured him the pleasure was all mine.  I meant it 
too.  I loved being “on-the-job” as much as anything I’ve done and all the good times that came along with 
it too.  But when someone from the general public drops a “TYFYS” on me, I get a little twitchy.  Don’t get 
me wrong, I like a compliment as well as the next person.  Still, something about it just doesn’t feel right.  I 
mean, after all, we’re just doing what we get paid to do, right?  And I may be wrong, but I think most of us 
got into this business for many things other than accolades.

So, my retired brethren and sisteren, (that may not be a word by the way) I’m looking for a little help here.  
Do I just need to get over this or is there a better way to handle unsolicited yet genuine thanks for doing 
something I loved doing?  Any suggestions are welcome. And, uh, TYFYS…

Joel Mains retired after 25 years as a fi refi ghter/paramedic with Downers Grove Firefi ghters Local 3234. 
He served his local as President, Vice President and Steward at various times in his career. He writes on a 
variety of topics at icanrelatetoducks.com and can be reached through that website. 
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OESTREICH LOCKSMITHS
102 Mills Road, Joliet, IL 60433

   
SUSHI UKAI

120 B West Calender Avenue, La Grange, IL 60525

HUNAN SPRING RESTAURANT
635 Chicago Avenue, Evanston IL  60202

J & T PETROLEUM
7971 Golf Road, Morton Grove, IL 60053

CARLUCCI RESTAURANT
1801 Butterfield Road, Downers Grove, IL 60515

LEE’S JEWELRY
6310 W. Touhy Avenue, Niles IL 60714

   
GEORGE PERRY & ASSOC.

18440 Thompson Court, Tinley Park, IL 60477

AMADAS CAFE
340 W. Lake Street, Addison, IL 60101

A –1  FLOOR STORE
938b Ogdan Avenue, Downers Grove, IL 60515

CANNOVA’S
1101 W. Empire Street, Freeport, IL 61032

CAFETERIA YESENIA
4244 S. Ashland Avenue, Chicago, IL 60609

CAFE ORCHID
650 N Northwest Highway, Park Ridge, IL 60068

EN-FESAL INC. - CITGO STATION
14209 Lincoln Avenue, Dolton, IL 60419

 
MASALA RESTAURANT

28331 Dodge Drive, Warrenville, IL 60555

LAWRENCE AV. GAS & MINI MART
 4251 W. Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, IL 60630

MARQUETTE MOBILE
7200 S. Western Avenue, Chicago, IL 60636

SARPINOS PIZZA
6526 W. North Avenue, Chicago, IL 60607

KABUL HOUSE RESTAURANT
2424 Dempster Evanston, IL 60202

HERMAN’S FOOD & DELI
20 W. 138th Street, Riverdale, IL 60827

THE SWEET OASIS
7549 W. Montrose Norridge, IL 60706

RAMALLAH JEWELRY
8741 Ridgeland Oak Lawn, IL 60453

SUPREME HINGE INC.
2412 Bond St. University Park, IL 60484

IMMEDIATE HOME 
CARE PHYSICIANS

10943 Sheridans Trail Orland Park, IL 60467

RICKSON GRAPHIC SOLUTIONS
1061 Caton Farm Rd. Lockport, IL 60441

  
ROOFING SOLUTIONS

7777 W. 95th Pl. Hickory Hills, IL 60457

ROUTE 30 WINE & LIQUOR
14200 S. Route 30 #102, Plainfield, IL 60544

LAI THAI RESTAURANT
7168 Dempster St. Morton Grove, IL 60053

 
CROSSROADS AUTO SPA

24037 W. 135th St. Plainfield, IL 60544

ESQUIRE BARBER SHOP
1511 W. Foster Av. Chicago, IL 60640

PUFF N STUFF
1346 W. Irving Park Rd. Bensenville, IL 60106

TECH AUTO SERVICE
658 Ogdan Av. Downers Grove, IL 60515

MONROE TRUCK EQUIPMENT
812 Draper Av. Joliet, IL 60432
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MORTON MIMI MART
7736 Dempster Morton Grove, IL 60053

ANDRES MACIAS INC.
2106 S. Cicero, Cicero, IL 60804

BIRRIERIA Y TAQUERIA EL ARANDAS
2025 W. 47th St. Chicago, IL 60609

MILL GAS STATION
539 Army Trail Blvd. Addison, IL 60101

CHECKPOINT AUTO BODY
10129 S. Harlem Chicago Ridge, IL 60415

GLENWOOD MARATHON
2314 Glenwood Av. Joliet, IL 60435

PETE & JACK’S
4158 W. Division Chicago, IL 60651

WING STOP
2695 Fotgue Dr. Naperville, IL 60564

SKOKIE DISCOUNT TABACCO
4019 Oakton, Skokie, IL 60076

R SQUARED CONSTRUCTION
35 Commercial Av, Freeport, IL 61032

BOONE COUNTY TRANSMISSIONS
1352 Fairgrounds Rd. Belvidere, IL 61008

REMAX ALL PRO – PATTY HAMER
505 W. Main St. Saint Charles, IL 60174

KID STUFF
149 E. Lincoln Hwy.Dekalb, IL 60115

DIXON AUTO SALES
1348 Fairgrounds Rd. Belvidere, IL 61008

CENTRAL ILLINOIS LOAN
2587 Sycamore Rd. Dekalb, IL 60115

A & L HOLLYWOOD LIMO
209 Morning Star Ct. Stillman Valley, IL 61084

REMAX GREAT AMERICAN NORTH
745 Carlson St. Sycamore, IL 60178

SUSHI HOUSE
281 Rice Lake Square Wheaton, IL 60189

SULLIVAN’S FOODS
320 Eagle Dr. Rochelle, IL 61068

WALMART
5811 Elmore Av. Davenport, IA 52807

HI – VEE
2700 Dekalb Av. Sycamore, IL 61078

BELL TOWER RETIREMENT
430 Sydney St. East Dubuque, IL 61025

ST. GILBERT CHURCH
301 E. Belvidere Rd. Grayslake, IL 60030

KING BLACKTOP
P.O. Box 652, Byron, IL 61010

ANTHONY ALEXANDER
627 Harlem Rd. Machesney Park, IL 61115

STATE FARM INS. – JON SPACHMAN
251 W. South St. Freeport, IL 61032

WOODLAKE AIRCRAFT
REFINISHING

850 Piper Way Sandwich, IL 60548

LINE – X PROTECTIVE COATINGS
1210 E. State St. Sycamore, IL 60178

STERLING FEDERAL BANK
110 ForTh St. Sterling, IL 61081

B & O USED AUTO PARTS
800 Brickville Rd. Sycamore, IL 60178

MAINTAIN YOUR SMILE
1110 S. Mulford Rd. Rockford, IL 61108

MOBILE 1 LUBE EXPRESS
1245 Dekalb Av. Sycamore, IL 60178
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FS STEPHENSON SERVICE COMPANY
FARM TOWN

410 S. Hancock St., P.O. Box 917
Freeport, IL 61032

LOCKPORT AUTO SALES
3607 S. State St. Lockport, IL 60441

SUPER CHINA BUFFET
4125 N. Harlem Av. Norridge, IL 60706

KIM LONG JEWELRY
1054 W. Argyle Chicago, IL 60640

CENTRAL LIQUORS
2914 N. Central Chicago, IL 60634

GAS DEPOT
15100 Dixie Hwy. Harvey, IL 60426

J.C.GAS MART
3057 N. Kedzie Chicago, IL 60618

NORTHLAKE PETROLEUM CO.
2 E. Lake St. Northlake, IL 60126

7 – 11
6440 W. Diversey Chicago, IL 60634

FLUKY’S
5632 W. Touhy Av. Niles, IL 60714 

LUCKY WOK
7878 N. Milwaukee Av. Niles, IL 60714

TAQUERIA LOS COMALES
9055 N. Milwaukee Av. Niles, IL 60714

GREEN ARCH FOOD MART
1219 N. Milwaukee Chicago, IL 60642

MARATHON
539 Longcommon Rd., Riverside, IL 60546

J & J AUTO
16142 S. Halsted Harvey, IL 60426

THE TINT SHOP
14654 Sawyer Av., Midlothian, IL 60445

CONVIENIENT STORE
501 W. 87th St. Naperville, IL 60565

SAL’S AUTO SALES
17w474 Roosevelt Rd. Oak Brook, IL 60181

FAMILY YMCA OF NORTHWEST ILLINOIS
2998 W. Pearl City Rd. Freeport, IL 61032

BRYN MAWR RESTAURANT
1100 W. Bryn Mawr Chicago, IL 60660

YOU & ME BEAUTY SALON
3652 W. 26th St. Chicago, IL 60623

WRIGHT’S HEARING AID CENTER
320 N. Alpine Rd. Rockford, IL 61107

HIGH MEADOWS APARTMENTS
1400 W. Lincoln Hwy. Dekalb, IL 60115

UPS STORE #3922
9923 S. Ridgeland Chicago Ridge, IL 60415

UBE BEVERAGE EQUIPMENT INC.
100 Leland Ct. Bensenville, IL 60106

 
EL RAYAN RESTAURANT

6002 Dempster Morton Grove, IL 60053
 

RELIANCE MANAGEMENT
2200 S. Main St. Lombard, IL 60148

 
FAMILY AFFAIR RESTAURANT

2061 W. Galena Av. Freeport, IL 61032
 

LANG’S AUTO SERVICE
4947 Main St. Downers Grove, IL 60515

 
DRAGON POPCORN

23 W. Exchange Freeport, IL 61032
 

M & G JEWELRY
4 N. 19th Av. Melrose Park, IL 60160
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 RELIANCE INSURANCE
14 W. Narerville Rd. Westmont, IL 60559

 
CHINA WOK RESTAURANT

8821 Ridgeland Oak Lawn, IL 60453

AVKAR GROCERY
1409 Naperville – Plainfield Rd. 

Naperville, IL 60053
 

RUBY INDO PAK GROCERY
9232 Waukegan Rd. 

Morton Grove IL 60053
 

LETY’S FASHION
5625 W. Cermak Cicero, IL 60804

 
HI LINE AUTOMOTIVE

410 Ogdan Av. Downers Grove, IL 60515
 

TAT ENTERPRISES INC.
6546 Cherry Valley Rd. Kingston, IL 60145

M. HAIR DESIGN INC.
3101 W. 25th St. Chicago, IL 60623

TORTUGAS CANTINA
3224 W. Lawrence Chicago, IL 60625

A – 1 AUTO REPAIR
816 Lacas St. Dekalb, IL 60115

HILLTOP LIQUOR MART
10259 S. Michigan Av. Chicago, IL 60628

TOP-LESS LIQUORS
916 S. Western Av. Chicago, IL 60612

BAYMONT INN & SUITES
1060 Riverside Dr. Freeport, IL 61032

CULVER’S OF ROCHELLE
1060 N. Dement Rd. Rochelle, IL 61068

WALMART
825 Malerich Dr. Lincoln, IL 62656

OAKBROOK FOOD & LIQUORS
17w604 14th St. Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181

ECONOMY TRANSMISSION & AUTO REPAIR
3400 W. 159th St. Markham, IL 60428

SANTE FE RESTAURANT
426 N. Main Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

NOODLES – EDGEWATER
1100 W. Bryn Mawr Chicago, IL 60660

N ALI ENTERPRISES
31w280 Diehl Rd. Naperville, IL 60563

CARROZZERIA INC.
25416 Pavillion Place Plainfield, IL 60585

 
B & F FABRICATING INC.

610 E. Sauk Trail Steger, IL 60475

TRUCK DEPOT INC.
7955 W. 59th St. Summit, IL 60501

 
WARRANTY PROCESSING INC.

1210 S. Alpine Rd. RocKford, IL 61108

ELLIOTT GRAPHIX LLC
653 W. Stephenson St. Freeport, IL 61032

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS
1935 Dekalb Av. Sycamore, IL 60178

CARLSON ROYER LLC
238 Merry Oaks Dr. Sycamore, IL 60178

MERLIN 2000 MILE SHOP
14120 S. Route 30 Plainfield, IL 60544

CUMIN RESTAURANT
1414 N. Milwaukee Chicago, IL 60622

S & M AUTO BROKERS
5729 & 5801 S. Western Av. Chicago, IL 60636

DUNHAM GRAPHICS
5007 Chase Av. Downers Grove, IL 60515
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To all I.A.R.F. Chapters: 

We are undertaking a new program that will offset some of the costs that this Organization has endured over 
the last several years.

The program is the Friends of Illinois Association of Retired Firefi ghters and we are asking members to 
sell sponsorship coupons for $10 per coupon.  Your Chapter will be receiving your supply of coupons in the 
next couple of weeks.

The coupons are two parts.  The fi rst part is information on the I.A.R.F they will sponsor; the second part is 
a stub where the sponsor will fi ll out personal information. 
We will have gifts for 9 sponsors who have donated to the organization by drawing names at the quarterly 
membership meetings. The prizes that will be awarded are as follows:

1     -  $500.00 prize
1     - $250.00 prize
1     -  $100.00 prize
6     -  $25.00 prizes

There will also be a $25.00 prize for the I.A.R.F. Member who sells the $500.00 prize coupon. On the sec-
tion where the sponsor fi lls out information about themselves, there will be a line for the seller to place their 
name.

All stubs the sponsors have completed, all unsold coupons and total monies collected shall be returned to the 
I.A.R.F. no later than May 15, 2018.  In order to save processing time, please have your Chapter send one 
check made out to I.A.R.F. for the total amount of coupons they have sold.

The hope is for the Friends of Illinois Association of Retired Firefi ghters Program to turn into an annual 
event.  With a little help from each of you, we can make this program a success in helping our organization 
with rising costs.

Please send all coupon stubs, unsold coupons and money to:
Dan Oaks
23731 N. Algonquin Drive
Canton, Illinois 61520

Thank you,
Trustee Jim Smith

 DISABLED AND RETIRED
FIREFIGHTERS®
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~ NOTES ~
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A monument
honoring the

firefighters who
gave their lives

9 / 11 / 2001
is located at

The National
Fire Academy

in Emmitsburg,
Maryland. Nearby

at Gettysburg,
is a monument

honoring fire-
fighters who
volunteered

during the
Civil War.

One wonders if
the firefighters

of our country’s
early years knew

the integrity, dignity
and valor of their

actions would
continue to be

hallmarks of the
fire service today.

The legacy lives on.

The snow falling
on the day of the
Academys photo
is reminiscent of
the snow of ash

that fell eight years
ago on 9/11/2001.

REMEMBERING

SEPTEMBER 11, 2001
Never Forget…
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Last Alarm
District Chief Lowell Metheny	 Rockford		  November 30, 2016
Captain Donald L. Van Scoyoc	 Peoria		  June 5, 2017
Captain Edward P. Canny	 Springfield		  August 16, 2017
Batt/Chief Anthony “Tony” Taylor	 Rock Island		  October 15, 2017
Captain Kenneth Woith	 Bloomington	 October 21, 2017
Engineer John (JT) Thomas	 Bloomington	 October 21, 2017
Fire Chief Victor “Spud” Sylvester	 Normal		  November 3, 2017
Engineer Roland “Gabbie” Giorgi	 Rockford		  November 7, 2017
Asst. Chief Howard H. Dye	 Canton		  November 12, 2017
Engineer Bruce Nelson	 Rockford		  December 7, 2017
Captain Fred Bertram	 Jacksonville		 December 16, 2017
Captain David Fox	 Bloomington	 December 21, 2017
Lieutenant Lloyd W. Powell	 Decatur		  December 24, 2017
Dist. Chief Thomas “Tom” Frawley	 Rockford		  January 8, 2018
Investigator Paul H. Nevitt	 Springfield		  January 13, 2018
App. Operator David Churchill	 Joliet		  January 21, 2018
Lieutenant Thomas Bianco	 Joliet		  January 21, 2018
Lieutenant Ronald A. Blodgett	 Decatur		  January 22, 2018
Lieutenant Stanley Gulczynski	 Kankakee		  January 22, 2018
Lieutenant James “Jim” W. Zindel	 Decatur		  January 25, 2018
Lieutenant Billy V. Williams	 Decatur		  February 6, 2018
FF/Paramedic Tim Leader	 Kankakee		  February 17, 2018
Lieutenant Rich “Hooks” Viano	 Joliet		  March 9, 2018	
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